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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, .. 20463 '
Decernber 15, 2004

Jepmnifer DeChant, Treasurer
Maine Demaocratic State Commitiee
P.O. Box 5258, 12 Spruce Street Response Due Date:
Angusta, ME 04330 _ January 14, 2005

Identification Mumber:  CO0172408
Reference. June Monthly Report (5/1/04 - 5/31/04)
Dear Ms. DeChant:

This letter is prompted by the Commission’s preliminary review of the report(s)
referenced above. This notice requests information essential to full public disclosure of
your federal election campaign finances. An adequate respomse must be received at
the Commission by the response date noted abave. An ftemization of the information
needed fullows: :

_Commission Repulations require that a comunittee  disclose  the
identification of all individuals who coniribute n excess of $200 in a
calendar year. (11 CFR §104.3(a)(4){1)} Identification for an individual is
defined as the full nmame, mailing address, occupation and name of
employet, ([1 CFR §100.12) Your report discloses coutributions from
individuals for which the identification is not complete.

Yon mmst provide the missing information, or if you are unable to do so,
you must demonsirate that “best efforts” have heen used te obtmin the
snformation.  To establish “best efforts,” you must provide the Commission
with & detailed description of your provedures for requesting the
information. Esiablishing “best efforis”is a three-fold process.

First, your original solicitation must include a clear and conspicuous request
for the contributor information and mst inform the contributor of the
requirements of federal law for the reporting of such information. (11 CFR

§104.7(b)1))

Second, if the information is not provided, you must make one follow-up,
stand alene effort to obtain this nformation, regardless of whether the
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contribution(s) was solicited or not. This effort must occur po later than 30
days after receipt of the contribution and may be in the form of a writien
request ot an oral request documented in wnting. (11 CFR § 104.7{b)(2}}
The request must:

clearly ask for the missing information, without soliciting a contribufion;
inform the contributor of the tequirements of federal law for the
reporting of such information, and

s if the Tequest is written, include a pre-addressed post card or retrn
envelope.

Third, if you receive contributor information after the contribution{s) has
been teported, you shall either a) file with your next regularly schedunfed
report, an amended memo Schedule A listing all the contributions for which
additional information was Teceived; or b} file on or before your next
regularly scheduled reporting date, amendments to the report(s) otiginally
dJisclosing the centribution(s). {11 CFR 8104 7(h}4})

Please provide the missing mformation or & detailed degeription of your
procedures for requesting the informetior, For more information on
demonstrating “best efforts,” please refer to the Campaign Guide.

_Please amend your report by providing the purpose for each dishursement
itemized on Schedule B supporting Line 30(b).

Line 7, Column B of the Schedule I Ageregation Page for the Levin
account represents the total cash-on-hand as of January 1, 2004. This fgure
should be the same on all the reports coverng the calendar year. Plzase
amend your repott to clarify the change madea in Line 7, Colnmn B,

Schedule H4 supporting Ling 21{(z} of your repert discloses a payment(s)
far “audio and lphts”, *video production™ and “radic remtal”. Pleass be
advised that purauant to 11 CFR §300.33(c)(1), expenditures for public
commumications (as defined by 11 CFR §100.26) that refer to a cleatly
identified candidate for Federal office and that promete, suppott, attack or
oppase amy such candidate for Federal office must not be allocated between
or among foderal and non-federal accounts. Only federal funds may be

used.

Further, expenditures and disbursements for public communications that
refer to & cleprly identified candidate for Federal office and that promote,
support, Bitack Or Oppose any candidate for Federal office, meet the
definition of Federal Election Activity under 11 CFR £100.24 and should be
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digelosed on Schedule B for Line 30(b) along with the identity of the
candidate(s). However, public communications that meet the definition of
Federal Election Activity 2nd that also contain express advocacy as defined
under 11 CFR §160.22, would congtitutz an in-kind contribution, an
independent expendihire ot a coordinated party expenditure and should be
property disclosed on a Schedule B, E or F supporting Lines 23, 24 or 25, as
appropriate, Tather than on gehedule B for Line 30(b). Please amend your
report to properly disclose this activity.

If this activity was categorized incorrectly, the Commission recommends
that you immediately transfer the funds teceived by your federal aceount for
thiz activity back to the non-federal account. Although the Commission
may take further legal action concerning this. prohibited activity, your
prompt action will be taken into consideration.

_Schedule B supporting Line 29 discloses $13,000 in transfers to what
appears t0 be @ non-federal account of your ¢ommittee. Please provide
further clarification regarding this ransfer to your non-federal account.

Ve are advised thet 11 CFR §102.5 prohibits a non-federal account from
finzncing acfivity in connection with federal elections. If any of the
gishursements disclosed on Schedule B supporting Line 29 were made 10
influence the eleciion or defeat of specific fedemml candidates, the
disbursements should be allocated accordingly and disclosed as either
in-kind contributions on Schedule B supporting, Line 23, independent
expenditures on  Schedule E supporting Line 24, or &s goordinated
expenditures on Schedule F supporting Line 23. 11 CFR £§104.3(h)(3) and
106.1 In addition, if your non-federal account hes paid any expenditures
which should have besn allocated, you arc adviged to corect amy
non-compliance with 11 CFR §5106.6 and 106.7 and establish procedures
+0 insute future complisnce with allocation regulations,

Ttemized disburscments must include a briaf statement or description of
why the disbursements were made. Please amend Schedules B and H4 of
your report o clarify the followmg descriptions: “outside consultant”,
“gttribution fees”, and “vendor ephancement™.  Far further guidance
regarding acceptable purpases of disbursements, please refer to 11 CFR

g104.3(b)(3).

_Please clarify all expenditures made for “gpace rental” on Schedule HA. If
a portion or all of these expenditures were made on behalf of specifically
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identified federal candidates, this amount should be disclosed on Schadules
B, E, or F supporiing Lines 23, 24 or 25 and include the amount, name,
address and office sought by each candidate. 11 CFR §§104.3(b) and 106.1

Unlike previons election cycles, you will net receive ap additionat notice from
the Commission on this matter. Adequate responses received on or befors this date will
he taken imto copsideration in determining whether audit action will he initiated.
Requests for extensions of time in which to respond will not be considered, Failure fo
provids an adequate TESPOTISS by this date may result in &n audit of the committee,
Failure to comply with the provisions of the Act may also result in an enforcetment action
against the committes. Any response submitted by your commmittee will be placed on the
public record and will be considered by the Commission prior to taking enforcement
Action. :

Electronic filers must file amendments (10 inelnde statements, designations and
reports) in an electronic format snd must submnit an amended report in its entirety, rather
than just those portions of the report that are being amended.  If you should have any
¢questions regarding this matter or wish 10 verify the adequacy of your response, please
comtact me on our toll-free number (800} 424-9530 (at the prompl press 5 to reach the
Reports Analysis Division) or my local numbet (202) 694-1301.

Sincerely,

radley Declker
Campaign Finance Analyst
213 Reports Analysis Division







